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In today’s column, Dentons launched a new consulting firm and said a former secretary of state is a 

founding member; with the pandemic easing in the U.S. law firms have been among the first tenants to drop 

work-from-home strategies, a real estate report says; more firms announced return to office plans, some 

flexible, some not.

• Leading off, the University of Virginia School of Law said its 1973 graduate Robert Mueller, the former FBI 

director and Department of Justice special counsel, will help teach a class on the DOJ’s probe into former 

President Donald Trump’s dealings with Russia and its potential interference in the 2016 election. Mueller will 

be joined by his former deputy, Aaron Zebley, a 1996 graduate of the school, and other special counsel staff 

members. (Law.Virginia.edu)

• Law firms have been among the first office-using tenants to reduce or drop their working-from-home strategies, 

but many firms are also cutting their office footprints, according to a new report from Colliers, a commercial 

real estate brokerage and investment management company. (Globe Street) New York-based Kelley Drye and 

Philadelphia-based Dechert are the latest firms to announce flexible plans to return to the office. Meanwhile, 

Paul Hastings wants people back in office in September, Above the Law reported. (Above the Law)

• O’Melveny & Myers’ pipeline for developing women litigators didn’t happen by accident. The firm’s policy of 

making diversity a priority, getting buy-in from partners, and other factors, contributed to building momentum 

for the program. (American Lawyer)

Lawyers, Law Firms

• Dentons launched a new advisory firm, Dentons Global Advisors, and said it is getting former Secretary of 

State Madeleine Albright’s consulting firm, Albright Stonebridge Group, as a founding member. (Dentons.com) 

Perkins Coie launched an initiative to increase representation of Black executives on corporate boards. 

(PerkinsCoie.com)

• New York Governor Andrew Cuomo’s office is set to pay $2.5 million to Manhattan-based Morvillo Abramowitz 

Grand Iason & Anello PC for legal advice on a federal criminal investigation into the governor’s handling of 

pandemic related matters, the Journal reports. (WSJ)
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Laterals, Moves, In-House

• With the Biden Administration looking to hike taxes on corporations and wealthy individuals, several law firms 

are adding tax experts. Steptoe & Johnson LLP grabbed Winston & Strawn partner and tax controversy and 

litigation chair Larry Hill as a partner in New York. He becomes co-chair of Steptoe’s tax controversy practice; 

Baker Botts brought in executive compensation partner Jason Loden in Dallas in its tax department. He arrives 

from Thompson & Knight; Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe got energy tax partner Scott Cockerham from Kirkland 

& Ellis in Washington, joining its renewables team; BakerHostetler added estate planning, tax specialist Kristin 

Yokomoto as a partner in its private wealth practice, based in Costa Mesa, Calif; Mayer Brown got tax partner 

Michelle Jewett in New York from Stroock & Stroock & Lavan; (MayerBrown.com)

• Debevoise & Plimpton recruited former Trump administration lawyer Carter Burwell as a white collar and 

regulatory defense counsel in Washington. Burwell was a terrorism and finance counselor in the Treasury 

Department; Steptoe & Johnson LLP hired Goldman Sachs’ lead sanctions lawyer Dave Stetson as a partner in 

New York in its international trade and regulatory compliance group; Allen & Overy got leveraged finance 

lawyers Gordon Mak and Stanimir Kostov as partners in New York. They arrive from White & Case. 

(AllenOvery.com)

• Trial firm McKool Smith hired intellectual property trial veteran Blair Jacobs as a principal in Washington. He 

arrives from Paul Hastings; Goodwin Procter got former Simpson Thacher antitrust partner Arman Oruc as a 

partner in Los Angeles. (GoodwinLaw.com)

• Management-side worklaw firm Littler brought on attorney Gerardo Hernandez as a shareholder in its Fresno, 

Calif. office. Littler’s Mexico City office absorbed a local law boutique boutique, getting its founding partner and 

managing director as a shareholder, with three associates and a law clerk; Cooley hired health care regulatory 

lawyer Elisabethann Wright as a partner in Brussels. She arrives from Hogan Lovells, where she co-led the 

firm’s European Union life sciences regulatory practice. (Cooley.com)

Technology

• Willkie Farr & Gallagher advised Aquiline Capital Partners on its acquisition of a controlling stake in SurePoint 

Technologies, a cloud provider of practice management solutions to law firms. Kirkland & Ellis advised seller 

ParkerGale, which retained a minority stake in SurePoint. (PRNewswire.com)

To contact the correspondent on this story: Rick Mitchell in Paris at 

rMitchell@correspondent.bloomberglaw.com

To contact the editors responsible for this story: Rebekah Mintzer 

at rmintzer@bloomberglaw.com; Darren Bowman at dbowman@bloomberglaw.com
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Law Firms 

Paul Hastings 
White & Case 
Hogan Lovells 
Baker Botts 
BakerHostetler 
Willkie Farr & Gallagher 
Kirkland & Ellis 
Mayer Brown 
Steptoe & Johnson (DC) 
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan 
Simpson Thacher 
Perkins Coie 
Allen & Overy 
Winston & Strawn 
Littler Mendelson 
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe 
Debevoise & Plimpton 
McKool Smith 
O'Melveny & Myers 
Goodwin Procter 
Kelley Drye 
Thompson & Knight 
Morvillo Abramowitz Grand Iason 

Companies 

Goldman Sachs Group Inc/The 

Topics 

attorney misconduct 
board of directors 
attorney moves 
terror financing 
estate tax 
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