
Trial attorney Blair Jacobs has left Paul Hastings 
to launch a Washington, D.C., office for Dallas-
based McKool Smith. Jacobs said he expects 
more lawyers from Paul Hastings and elsewhere 
to join him, with possibly a dozen McKool 
Smith lawyers in D.C. by the end of the year.

Jacobs is banking on the Biden administra-
tion’s intellectual property policies to drive a 
lot of business his way.

Last month, President Joe Biden came out 
in favor of providing a waiver to intellectual 
property protections for coronavirus vaccines, 
causing a rumble in pharmaceutical and intel-
lectual property circles.

While the move is intended to buoy efforts 
to quash the global COVID-19 pandemic, the 
battle cry for defenders of patents was that the 
move could stifle innovation, Jacobs said.

“I understand his desire for us to never face 
shortages of medical drugs and making sure 
prices on vaccines and prescriptions are low. 
But this particular policy runs contrary to 
strong enforcement of intellectual property 
rights,” said Jacobs.

Yet he believes overall Biden’s policies will 
bring a boon to IP practices—particularly in 

D.C. and Texas, the two 
most important jurisdic-
tions for patent law in the 
country.

“My view is Biden will 
be very strong for technol-
ogy and protection against 
intellectual property theft 
and foreign threats. We’ll 
see a strengthening on 
that side of the shop,” said 
Jacobs, who left Paul Hastings on Tuesday and 
started at McKool the next day. “But even if he 
lessens the strength of pharmaceutical patents 
and the enforcement of those types of patents, 
that will create work for IP lawyers too.”

In particular, Jacobs envisions IP trial lawyers 
“spending a lot more time at the International 
Trade Commission, going up against foreign 
infringers.”

Ahead of an expected increase in demand for 
his skills, and to appease his entrepreneurial 
spirit, Jacobs said he has pulled away from big 
firm life at Am Law 100 firm Paul Hastings 
with the promise of helping to build McKool’s 
presence in the capital. McKool has about 
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130 lawyers, compared with 
Paul Hastings’ roughly 950  
attorneys.

“I spent 18 years at big 
firms—and they’re great. But 
it’s also fun to be entrepre-
neurial and have a chance to 
open and grow an office—
to collaborate with people 
who have done that in the 
past,” said Jacobs, alluding to 
McKool building its office in 
New York a decade ago. “We 
have models in place to make 
D.C. quite successful.”

Part of that success will 
be bringing in business, and 
Jacobs believes the personal 
clients he brought to Paul 
Hastings will follow him to 
McKool.

“There are firm clients and 
then there are my clients, 
where I originated the work. 
My clients will be joining me, 
there’s no doubt,” he said. 
“The clients I’ve worked with 
historically are looking for-
ward to the opportunities that 
this move will present.”

He also believes that at a 
smaller firm, he will have 
more ability to customize cli-
ent engagement in a way not 
possible at more traditional 
firms: “Being at a smaller, 
focused firm gives you some 
flexibility to take on alter-
native fee arrangements 
and partner with clients in 

unique ways. And that’s what 
the marketplace wants right 
now.”

In December, McKool began 
executing its D.C. plans, bring-
ing in Nicholas Matich, a for-
mer Trump adviser and acting 
general counsel of the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office.

Yet all has not been entirely 
cool for McKool’s growth 
plans. In January the firm suf-
fered the loss of an 11-law-
yer insurance recovery team 
in New York.

Since then, McKool has 
been on a furious hiring spree 
in the IP practice area. In 
February McKool brought 
across Alan Whitehurst from 
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & 
Sullivan. Late last month, the 
firm lured IP litigators Steven 
Rizzi and Ramy Emad Hanna 
from King & Spalding as prin-
cipals in New York.

And Jacobs says the spree 
will continue throughout the 
year, aiming to have “in the 
range of 10 to 12 attorneys at 
a minimum” in D.C. by the 
end of the year. He expects 
lawyers and staff to follow him 
from Paul Hastings, as well 
as some of those who have 
recently left Paul Hastings.

“I have colleagues that I’ve 
worked with in the past and 
colleagues that I’ve worked 
with at Paul Hastings who I 

expect will be joining,” Jacobs 
said. “And then we will be 
in a fairly aggressive hiring 
mode, trying to identify and 
bring really talented folks 
from within the D.C. market 
on board.”

A representative for Paul 
Hastings did not immedi-
ately reply to a request for 
comment.

Jacobs says McKool’s three 
D.C. lawyers are currently 
looking for office space in the 
District: “We’re hitting the 
ground quickly and looking 
for a space to open up a new 
office, and we will do so in 
the next in the next couple of 
months.”

McKool isn’t the only firm 
preparing for a boon in IP 
business in the coming years. 
Last month Venable hired 
Benjamin Hsing from McGuir 
Woods as a partner in the 
life sciences group of its New 
York intellectual property liti-
gation team. California law 
firm Stradling Yocca Carlson 
& Rauth recently opened an 
office in all-important Texas, 
adding IP litigator Bill Parrish.

Bruce Love lives in Washington, 
DC, and writes about the Beltway 
legal community and the business 
of law. Email him news tips at 
blove@alm.com and follow him 
on twitter @loveonlaw
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