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Texas Sues Bristol-Myers For Alleged Drug Misrepresentations

By Spencer Brewer

Law360 (November 20, 2025, 10:25 PM EST) -- The Texas Office of the Attorney General sued
pharmaceutical companies Bristol-Myers Squibb and Sanofi in Texas state court, claiming Thursday the
companies failed to disclose that a lucrative blood thinner used to prevent heart attacks and strokes
does not work as well on certain minority patients.

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton said in a prepared statement that the companies put lives at risk by
refusing to be honest with patients and admit that their drug Plavix has diminished or no effect for many
patients, particularly those of Black, East Asian and Pacific Islander descent. The companies ran afoul of
both the Texas Health Care Program Fraud Prevention Act and the state laws barring deceptive trade
practices, according to the suit.

"It's despicable how Big Pharma puts lives at risk by refusing to be honest with patients," Paxton said .
"We are going to make Sanofi and Bristol-Myers Squibb pay a heavy cost for their utter lack of regard or
concern for Americans and the company's clear violations of Texas law."

Bristol-Myers Squibb and Sanofi made billions of dollars off of Plavix, Paxton said, by falsely marketing
its product as effective and hiding information that showed its diminished performance in patients; the
companies prioritized profits over the health of patients.

"Further, aware that Minority Patients are particularly susceptible to cardiovascular disease, Defendants
specifically targeted such patients with promotional materials for Plavix, including TV commercials
featuring Black actors," the Texas attorney general said in its suit.

Law firms McKool Smith and The Lanier Law Firm joined the state's attorney general in the lawsuit. In a
Thursday release, McKool Smith said that the companies placed the lives of millions of Texans at risk
after they were prescribed the drug.

"The defendants promoted a medication that was supposed to save lives. In truth, however, Plavix
provided no therapeutic benefits to many patients, including patients who had the highest risk of
cardiovascular disease and death," said Radu Lelutiu of McKool Smith, in a prepared statement. "This
lawsuit marks an important step towards accountability. It is a privilege to represent the State of Texas
in this important case."

When asked for a statement, a representative of Bristol-Myers Squibb and Sanofi said the companies
would defend the lawsuit vigorously.



"The overwhelming body of scientific evidence demonstrates that Plavix is a safe and effective therapy,
regardless of a patient's race or genetics," the companies said in a joint statement. "Plavix has helped
millions of patients with cardiovascular disease around the world for more than 25 years, is endorsed as
a first-line therapy by leading treatment guidelines across the globe and remains the standard of care."

Representatives for the state didn't immediately respond to a request for comment.

Texas is represented by Ken Paxton, Brent Webster, Ralph Molina, Austin Kinghorn, Amy S. Hilton,
Anthony Dolcefino and Katherine Pitcher of the Texas Office of the Attorney General, Samuel F. Baxter,
Jennifer L. Truelove, Eric B. Halper, John C. Briody, Radu A. Lelutiu, Ayana Rivers and Rachael Jones of
McKool Smith and W. Mark Lanier, Alex J. Brown, Zeke DeRose Ill and Jonathan Wilkerson of The Lanier
Law Firm.

Counsel information for the companies was not immediately available Thursday.

The case is the State of Texas et al. v. Bristol-Myers Squibb Co.et al., case number unavailable, in the
71st District Court of Harrison County, Texas.

--Editing by Dave Trumbore.
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